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VICTOR LOVELADY, TEXAN,
KILLED IN TERRORIST ATTACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in a
remote region of Algeria at an oil and
gas facility, in the dark of night before
the sun rose, workers from all over the
world were getting ready to sit down
for breakfast when suddenly gun-wield-
ing Islamic radicals stormed the facil-
ity.

Some of the workers were Kkilled;
some were able to escape; some were
taken hostage. One of the hostages
killed in this attack was a member of

my congressional district, Victor
Lovelady.

Victor was a native of southeast
Texas. He was originally from

Nederland, Texas, a town of primarily
hardworking, blue collar folks centered
around the energy industry. Victor had
recently moved to Atascocita, Texas,
his home not far from where I live. He
was b7 years of age.

When he died, he was on a contract
assignment for ENGlobal, an energy
company in Algeria. According to his
family, Victor waited to take that con-
tract until his children had finished
school so he could attend their sport-
ing events. This was not surprising for
someone who was described as a ‘‘dedi-
cated family man and a fantastic co-
worker.”” Although it was hard to be so
far away from his family, Victor was
excited to take the contract assign-
ment so he could ensure a secure future
for his family. That’s just the kind of
father and husband he was.

The deal for this contract was 28 days
on, 28 days off, and he was just 10 days
in with only 18 days left to go. He was
scheduled to come home to Texas the
day after his daughter’s birthday. His
life was stolen by those who seek to de-
stroy Americans, the radicals who in-
flict terror on all who believe in free-
dom.

Victor is survived by a loving family,
including his wife, Maureen; daughter,
Erin; and their son, Grant. Over the
holidays, the close Lovelady family ex-
pressed concern for the safety of Vic-
tor, but he reassured them saying, “‘It’s
so safe. We have protection.” It’s hard
for people to understand such unspeak-
able evil.

I spoke with Victor’s brother, Mike,
throughout the crisis and as did Con-
gressman RANDY WEBER. Yesterday,
after we heard the terrible news, Mike
told me:

I can associate with my brother getting in
a car wreck or having cancer. But terrorism
and Nederland, Texas, don’t go together.

He was described as ‘“‘a great family
man and a fantastic coworker’ and ‘“‘a
leader who mentored countless individ-
uals during his tenure.” He was also
known for his spontaneous wit. Victor
moved from Nederland, Texas, to
Atascocita to be closer to work, but he
went back and forth so that his chil-
dren could finish school there.

Mr. Speaker, Victor was killed not
just because of what he did; he was
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killed because of who he was. He was
killed because he was an American. A
radical Islamic al Qaeda group by the
name of the Signatories in Blood
claimed responsibility for this terrorist
attack, those who seek to destroy us
and kill indiscriminately.
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They hate us for who we are and
what we stand for. Diplomacy is not in
their vocabulary.

Two other Americans were also
killed in this attack. Their names were
Gordon Lee Rowan of Sumpter, Oregon,
and Frederick Buttaccio of Katy,
Texas.

The Algerian military retook the
compound after 3 days, and they found
that 34 other hostages had been killed,
as well as dozens of terrorists.

Mr. Speaker, our thoughts, prayers,
and concerns are with the Lovelady,
Rowan, and Buttaccio families today.

Secretary Panetta said that America
must respond to these murders. That is
correct. We should go after these kill-
ers who have malice and evil in their
hearts, that kill Americans because
they are Americans. That would be jus-
tice, and justice is what we do in this
country.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 3
years have passed since the Supreme
Court’s dreadful Citizens United deci-
sion, and we have seen the dramatic in-
crease in the amount of corporate
money flowing into our elections,
drowning out the voices of ordinary
American citizens eager to participate
in the political process.

Citizens United also epitomizes the
so-called ‘‘corporate personhood”
movement in which some now say that
corporations are people. The fact is,
corporations are not people, and the
Constitution was never intended to
give corporations the same rights as
the American people. Corporations
don’t breathe, they don’t have KkKids,
and they don’t die in wars.

My constituents continue to express
concern about the growing influence of
corporations in our political discourse.
They’re also demanding action on cam-
paign finance reform because they are
repulsed by the large amount of money
in our campaigns. Quite frankly, they
want elected officials to spend more
time on policy, deliberating and debat-
ing on issues, and less time dialing for
dollars.

Unfortunately, the Republican lead-
ership in the House has failed to ad-
dress these pressing issues during the
past 2 years. They have been indif-
ferent. We haven’t had the opportunity
to vote on any legislation to curb the
influence of unlimited and sometimes
secret corporate money flowing into
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our elections. We haven’t even had the
opportunity to address these issues in
committee hearings or markups.

Recently, I joined 18 of my colleagues
in a letter to Chairman GOODLATTE and
Ranking Member CONYERS of the Judi-
ciary Committee requesting a hearing
to explore constitutional amendment
proposals in response to Citizens
United and related cases. I hope that
we will have an opportunity to discuss
these issues in the coming weeks and
months. This is, after all, the people’s
House, and this is the place where we
ought to discuss the concerns of the
people.

Members of the Democratic Caucus
have been working to reform our cam-
paign finance system and restore the
rights of the American people that
were undermined by the Citizens
United decision. We have sponsored and
cosponsored legislation to address the
growing influence of money in our
democratic process.

As a member of the task force on
elections reform, I'm proud to join my
colleagues in working to rein in cor-
porate spending and address unregu-
lated money flowing into our elections.

Today, I'm introducing two constitu-
tional amendments. The people’s rights
amendment would overturn Citizens
United and put a stop to the growing
trend of corporations claiming First
Amendment rights. This amendment
not only addresses corporate rights as
they pertain to campaign finance, but
is broader in scope to clarify that cor-
porations are not people with constitu-
tional rights. Importantly, my amend-
ment clearly protects the people’s
rights of freedom of speech, freedom of
press, free exercise of religion, freedom
of association, and all other such
rights of the people.

My second amendment advances the
fundamental principle of political
equality for all by empowering Con-
gress and the States with the right to
regulate political spending. It will
allow Congress to pass campaign fi-
nance reform legislation that will
withstand constitutional challenges.

Mr. Speaker, we need to empower
people, not corporations or Big Money
special interests. Our current system
has been corrupted. It undermines the
rights of ordinary citizens, and it un-
dermines our democracy. Surely, this
is not the system our Founders envi-
sioned. The preamble to the Constitu-
tion is ‘““We the people.” Let us hope
that this Congress doesn’t forget that.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
supporting these important bills to re-
form our campaign finance laws and as-
sure that corporate rights do not
trump people’s rights.

————

IN HONOR OF VIRGINIA STATE PO-
LICE TROOPERS JAY FERLAND
AND PHILIP BATTEL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH) for 5 minutes.
Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr.

Speaker, I rise and submit remarks in
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